
NCAA PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES:
NOTRE DAME

AGGIE SOCCER STADIUM • COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2009

HEAD COACH RANDY WALDRUM

opening statement...
"On behalf of Notre Dame we’re happy to be back. As a Texan, I’m glad to be back 
home.” 

on what was said to team after North Carolina game earlier this season…
"I said let’s get ready for Wisconsin on Sunday. You forget those kinds of games 
and just move on. I think the thing that we really felt strongly about was that we 
had enough talent to make it back. I think we were still finding a way early in the 
year, deciding where we were going to play some players, and that was due mainly 
because we lost some key players in our preseason to some injuries. It was one of 
those things as a coach, you’re trying to find your best lineup. Unfortunately we 
caught a couple of good teams while we kind of figured that out. Some seasons 
you can do it quicker than others. You’re trying to find that chemistry that’s going 
to work. I think it probably took a little longer due to the injuries; we had to get 
through that stretch of figuring it out. The approach we’ve tried to take is that 
that game is unimportant and not a factor at where we are now. We’re taking the 
approach that North Carolina happens to be the next team on our schedule. It 
wouldn’t matter if that was Carolina, UCLA or Stanford. That’s the approach we’ve 
taken all year. 

on when the team solidified a game lineup…
"We felt like we had to make the move with Lauren up front. We needed somebody 
that could hold the ball for us. That was a move pretty early on that we felt like we 
had to do. We moved Courtney Barg back from more of an attacking midfield player 
to a holding midfield player. That position for us in the formation we play is kind of 
the quarterback of our team. When we mad that move things really started to take 
off for us. She did such a great job of orchestrating and organizing our team. When 
I realized that we were back and that this was the game we really needed and that 
we showed some character in was the Cincinnati game on the road. We had won 
some games after those early losses, but we hadn’t played particularly well.  We 
went down 1-0 with about 10 minutes left in the game and came back and scored 
two to win it. That game seemed to kind of turn us and the team started to believe 
that we were good.”

on having Haley Ford back…
“It’s been a big plus. We’ve had four or five players who’ve really done a good job 
of carrying the load for us through some of these injuries. To have that experienced 
center back back in there has been great. We do have to give a lot of credit to Ellen 
Bartindale who stepped in there when Haley was injured. Ellen went from really not 
playing in any meaningful games to starting for us against Connecticut and in games 
we had to win. She did a great job for us in five or six games before we really got 
Haley back.”

on getting past North Carolina...
What a lot of people may not realize is it was 2006 when they beat us in the cham-
pionship game and we’ve played them five or six times. I think we’re 2-2-1 against 
them. We’ve probably been as good with Carolina as anybody in the country, so it’s 
not like Carolina is at a level we’re not. I don’t think we have that kind of a percep-
tion of them. 

on the weather…
“Bring on the snow, just hound us tomorrow. We’re okay with that. We went down 
and played at Florida State last weekend and we saw the sun for the first time in a 
while. We’re ready for a good snow.”

on the same teams in college cup…
“It’s like in any other sport you learn how to win and you learn how to maneuver in 
the tournament. You learn how to go on the road and win big games. Tournament 
time is a different time and you gain some experience along the way. It’s not an easy 
thing.”

JUNIOR FORWARD LAUREN FOWLKES

on changing positions on the field…
“I’ve definitely enjoyed playing in different places on the field. Just getting used 
to it at times was a bit of a challenge, but I’ve played all of those positions before 
growing up, so it’s just whatever the team needs I’m willing to do. I got out there 
early to work on some stuff and coach was patient with me getting used to different 
positions.”
on team and how they’re playing…
As the seasons continues to progress, we’ve gotten better as a team and we’ve got-
ten better individually. I’m sure excited about the way we’re playing right now. 

on getting past North Carolina...
“This is another game that we have to get to to reach our goal and that we have to 
win. There’s always an excitement when you play Carolina, but it’s not hard to get up 
for a game like this.” 

on having many players from the National team in one setting…
“It’s like seeing old friends. It’s always great to see someone you haven’t seen in a 
long time, but the focus is the College Cup. It’s an added plus but nothing that’s on 
your mind when you’re getting ready to play the game. It’s exciting to be back in this 
setting at the College Cup.”

JUNIOR FORWARD MELLISSA HENDERSON

on having Lauren Flowlkes as a forward...
"I really enjoy playing with her, because as you know she’s a goal scorer and she 
makes plays happen all the time. It definitely takes a lot off having her there and 
supporting me and taking things on.” 

on getting past North Carolina...
“I’m honestly probably  going to go into the game not really thinking about who 
we’re playing against, but just worrying about getting my game right and getting my 
preparation where it needs to be.”

on being in Texas…
“I have my family and so many of my friends coming and I’m just excited to be able 
to play in front of them.” 

SENIOR DEFENDER JESSICA SCHUVEILLER

On having Haley Ford back…
“I look up to her. She’s a senior and she’s a leader and just a great player. Having her 
back just gives the whole team confidence and we play better as a group. She’s a 
great 1v1 defender and great in the air, so it’s awesome having her back.” 

On Casey Nogueira and the challenges she poses to the defense…
"She’s an awesome player and it’s extremely tough to play against her. The main 
thing with her is to deny the shot. I can say more than anyone that I was involved in 
that last goal in the last two minutes of the game (last year) and I’ve replayed that 
one a lot. Denying the shot and not letting the ball get to her feet is the key there.” 

on getting past North Carolina...
"When you get to the College Cup, all teams are going to be the top teams in the 
nation. I think of it more that this is the national semifinal to get to the national 
championship game and that’s the mentality and focus you need to have when 
you’re going in.” 

About being in Texas…
“It’s nice to be at a place that you recognize and know really well. It’s almost like 
being home again. It’s really nice and I have friends and family coming too, so it will 
be good support.” 


